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Abstract

This study examines the export potential and market competitiveness of mung beans
(Vigna radiata) in Myanmar, a crop that holds significant importance in the country’s
agricultural and economic sectors. As the third most widely cultivated crop after rice and
sesame, mung beans contribute substantially to foreign exchange earnings, accounting for
approximately USD 400 million annually. This research was conducted with the objectives of
formulating policy recommendations to enhance the development of Myanmar’s mung bean
trade, explore export potential, and improve competitiveness, as well as to support

cooperation with Mekong-Lancang countries to facilitate smoother and more efficient trade.

Using a combination of literature review, field surveys, key informant interviews, and
statistical analysis, the study evaluates Myanmar’s competitiveness in the global mung bean
market. Analytical tools such as the Nominal Protection Rate (NPR), Trade Potential Index,
and Revealed Comparative Advantage (RCA and RSCA) were employed to assess price
competitiveness and trade capacity. Findings indicate that while Myanmar enjoys a favorable
comparative advantage and substantial surplus production, the sector faces notable
challenges, including a lack of value-added processing, limited technological adoption, and
dependency on raw exports. According to the research, the main challenges currently facing
the mung bean sector include: the need for modern farming technologies, limited access to
quality seeds and standardized agricultural inputs, the impacts of climate change and limited
irrigation access, crop damage caused by pests and diseases, price instability and
overreliance on only one or two markets, and difficulties in maintaining product quality and

the lack of modern processing and milling facilities.

Based on these findings, the following policy recommendations have been proposed:
(a) Develop essential infrastructure, (b) Establish a dedicated Myanmar Mung Bean
Organization, (c) Build the capacity of stakeholders involved, (d) Promote investment in
technology and finance, (e) Implement systematic and well-structured policies, and (f) Adopt
strategic approaches such as designating mung beans as a priority crop, enhancing its role in
the agricultural sector, ensuring biosecurity, and promoting long-term sustainability and

market-driven economic systems.

Key Words: Mung Bean, Export Potential, Market Competitiveness, Trade Facilitation,
NPR, RCA, RSCA, LMC
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Where: Xij = Country i’s exports of product j
X = Total exports of country i
Xw = World exports of product j
X w = Total world exports.
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* RCA = Revealed Comparative Advantage, **RSCA= Revealed Symmetric Comparative Advantage
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