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Abstract

This research analyzes the export potential and market competitiveness of soybeans
(Glycine max), a promising agricultural product for Myanmar. The aim is to propose policy
recommendations to enhance Myanmar’s soybean trade, boost export potential and competi-
tiveness, and support cooperation with Mekong-Lancang countries to facilitate smoother trade

processes.

Soybeans are one of the major commercial legume crops in Myanmar, ranking seventh in
terms of cultivation area among approximately 20 major legume types. In the 2023-2024 fiscal
year, soybean production reached 210,000 metric tons, with Shan State being the leading
producing region. In 2024, soybean exports amounted to only 20 tons worth 1.8 million USD.
While China, India, and Thailand were previously the main export destinations, Vietnam is
currently the primary market. Studies show that soybeans are vital for national food security and
can help reduce dependency on imported edible oils. Myanmar imports about 0.5 to 0.9 million
tons of palm oil annually due to insufficient domestic oilseed production. Soybean oil could serve
as a viable alternative. Furthermore, the livestock sector imports around 500,000 tons of soybean

meals annually, which could be replaced by local production.

There is also potential to expand soybean exports to China and neighboring countries,
reaffirming that soybeans are a high-potential crop. To evaluate export prospects and compet-
itiveness, indicators such as Nominal Protection Rate (NPR), Revealed Comparative Advantage
(RCA), and Revealed Symmetric Comparative Advantage (RSCA) were used. Results indicate that
there is good export potential to Japan and Singapore, with NPR showing strong competitiveness
in Japan and Thailand. However, RCA and RSCA results suggest a lack of comparative advantage.
The study identifies key challenges facing Myanmar’s soybean sector, including lack of modern
farming techniques, limited access to quality seeds and agricultural inputs, impacts of climate
change and water access, pest and disease issues, unstable prices, overreliance on a few markets,
quality control issues, and lack of modern processing facilities. Based on these findings, the study
recommends the following policy measures: (a) Develop basic infrastructure (b) Establish a ded-
icated soybean organization (c) Enhance capacity of stakeholders (d) Promote investment in

technology and finance (e) Implement systematic policy frameworks (f) Adopt strategic approach-

viii
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es such as prioritizing soybeans as a key crop, increasing awareness of their importance, ensuring

biosafety, and promoting long-term development and market-oriented systems.

Key Words:  Soybean, Export Potential, Market Competitiveness, Trade Facilitation, NPR, RCA,
RSCA, LMC
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