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Abstract

The main agricultural exports from Myanmar include rice, various pulses, maize,
groundnut, sesame, rubber, meat, and aquatic products. In Myanmar's agricultural sector,
maize is a key crop, crucial not only for meeting domestic livestock feed demand but also for

export.

Myanmar cultivated over 400,000 hectares of maize in the 2012-2013 fiscal year,
achieving an average yield of about 3.64 metric tons per hectare and producing approximately
1.53 million metric tons in total. By the 2022-2023 growing season, the cultivated area
expanded to 600,000 hectares, with an average yield of around 3.83 metric tons per hectare,
resulting in a total production of about 2.30 million metric tons. This growth reflects increased
cultivation and improved productivity over the decade. The major corn-producing regions in

Myanmar include: Shan State, Sagaing Region, Kachin State and Central Myanmar.

In Myanmar, approximately 40% of maize production is primarily used by domestic
animal feed processing plants, while the remaining 60% is exported. Regarding maize exports,
from the 2017-2018 fiscal year to the 2023-2024 fiscal year, Myanmar has been exporting maize
both through border trade and normal trade. The main maize export destinations from

Myanmar include Thailand, China, Philippines, India and Vietnam.

China is the largest maize producer in Asia, while Bangladesh and China have the
highest maize yields in the region. In terms of maize imports in Asia: China is the largest
importer, followed by Japan (second) and South Korea (third). For maize exports in Asia,
Turkey is the top exporter, followed by India (second) and Pakistan (third). Myanmar ranks

fourth among Asia's largest maize-exporting countries.

In 2023, Thailand was the top buyer of Myanmar's maize exports, while the Philippines
and China ranked as the second and third largest importers, respectively. An analysis of
monthly wholesale maize prices of Asia in 2023 revealed that Myanmar's domestic wholesale
maize prices were lower than domestic wholesale maize prices of key export destinations of
Myanmar such as China, the Philippines, and Thailand. This competitive pricing advantage has
enabled Myanmar to effectively export its maize in the international market compared to other

countries.

However, a comparison of FOB prices for maize exports among Asian countries reveals
that Myanmar's corn exports command the highest FOB prices. Myanmar's maize exports show

the strongest trade potential with China (including Taiwan region), Vietnam and China
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(mainland). Over the 10-year period from 2014 to 2023, Myanmar's maize exports demonstrated
strong global market competitiveness, with Revealed Comparative Advantage (RCA) values
consistently above 4 and Revealed Symmetric Comparative Advantage (RSCA) values exceeding
0.6. These metrics confirm Myanmar's highly competitive position in the global maize market.
Given these comparative advantages, Myanmar should expand exports beyond Thailand and
target other high-potential markets such as: China, the Philippines, etc. Currently, efforts are
underway to increase maize exports to China through GACC (General Administration of
Customs of the People’s Republic of China-GACC) agreements, further strengthening

Myanmar's trade opportunities in this sector.

Myanmar's maize cultivation and export sector currently faces several key challenges:
high prices of seeds and agricultural inputs as well as increased labor costs and shortage of
workers. The higher production costs per ton of maize could be weakening competitiveness in
the international market. Furthermore, the maize export business is encountering difficulties
including unfavorable weather conditions, issues with banking payment systems, rising
transportation (logistic) costs, and extended port delays that result in higher expenses for

maritime shipments.

At present, maize exports are encountering challenges including smoke-related odor
problems, price instability, and shipping delays, leading to quality deterioration of the crop.
Compared to the past five years, the export industry has grown more challenging due to
domestic price volatility, difficulties in foreign exchange transactions, and increased

operational costs across the entire supply chain from farming to final shipment.

Currently, it has seen greater access to trade-related data and more efficient trade
facilitation efforts, supported by stronger engagement from international trade communities,
including economic diplomats and associations from Myanmar. Investments are being made
by government, global institutions, and private stakeholders to boost Myanmar’s maize sector

development.

Although Myanmar is rich in natural resources for maize production, the country's yield
remains lower compared to other nations due to limited adoption of modern farming
techniques and low-quality seeds. To enhance Myanmar's maize production, in the future it is
crucial to support farmers with high-quality certified seeds, advanced cultivation technologies,

and post-harvest handling methods.

Xi
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Strengthened collaboration between the government and private sector and
improvement in export route are essential to facilitate efficient trade of maize in Myanmar. In
the 2023-2024 fiscal year, Myanmar's maize exports faced challenges in cross-border shipments
to China via land routes, leading to a significant shift toward sea trade exports to Thailand.
Therefore, if the government can manage border routes that are accessible for export to make
exporting goods to China to be more convenient and easier, the benefits of signing the GACC

Protocol would be obtained.

In exporting goods abroad, it is necessary to build structures that can facilitate the
smooth export of goods from the port during the rainy season. In addition, if the export process
can be carried out quickly and efficiently with skilled workers, there will be less wastage, so it
is important to focus on producing skilled workers. Myanmar’s Monetary policy should be

adjusted as necessary to be focused on the smooth export of goods during certain periods.

Key words: maize, trade facilitation, trade potential, pricing competitive advantage, RCA,
RSCA
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*RCA = Revealed Comparative Advantage, **RSCA= Revealed Symmetric Comparative Advantage
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